line Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
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Facebook is an online social media platform that has over 2 billion users across the globe. It was initially
for university students but soon expanded out and since 2006, anyone over the age of 13 is able to join T
the platform. It is available on all devices from your desktop and laptop computer to smartphones and
tablets. Users can add photos and videos, update their status, interact with others and catch up with the
latest news. Despite requiring users to be over 13, there are no age verification measures and children
can easily create an account. It's therefore important that parents familiarise themselves with the main
features of the platform to ensure their young ones remain safe if and when they use it.
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Facebook can be addictive as itoffers a = Around a quarter of children have ex ced online R less of that's on
hlgh:ndlqw:krmrqudnwhld\wﬁmt Ihes abusa, lcgordlnnmmmmilﬂw‘onﬁ::mmw aub-uok.md .t?:rwm phpm
and comments on shared posts. Communication ks so instant report. Figures show that 23% have been cyberbullied, develops a personal brand and leaves a digltal
now that teenagers are always checking, and it can 39% subjected to abusive language and a fifth have | | footprint that Is there forever. It nnbc
sometimes feel like self-worth. This keeps children going been trolled. On Facebook, teanagers can receive difficult to wﬁlhthmﬂm
back, encouraging them to and also Increases mmmurﬂcxﬂonhlnum'b«afm from private unliversities (and employers) alF.'lﬁlbnok
mmrmmmgmtﬁﬁ:mmw‘ messages in M ger to public c ntson before making a decision on accepting people. <
On the flip side, b of the way gers interact these profiles, pages and pasts to oF groups set up just It Is therefore wise to always think twice P |
days through Facebook and Facebook M gar, they can to torment a victim. Exclusion from pages or groups to before posting anything online you wouldn't

_ seem addicted even when they re not. I\ cause the victim to feel left out has also been seen, want peaple to hear or see offline.
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Generally, peopleare who —.,m, Facebook encourages utoshm While Facebook is
wthq"ynrmmmn ind Paople you may “what's on your mind” ﬁn mmmmlhlmtﬂ Hlde ad
much like the real world, nﬂdwhwmofwmq'm ads and who they are :
Facebook lsn't free of malicious revealing about themselves online. targeted to, there ks still the naver see this ad again
users and children have 2 Facebook allows users to share their chance that children could be EI
recelved friend ts from location, create live videos and subject to ads during their ! | Report ad
they don't j much more. Soma photos can be experience on the platform, Tell us about a problem

Including individuals who may traced using file data, too, so it's This could be innocuous but is PN : 2
look to take advantage of young Important to keep a tight group and worth bearing In mind when |-___!J.| Why th|s ad !
and impressionable children. ) kshmoﬂywhpmphmlmw. kushg the app.
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[ LIVE STREAMING & PRIVATE MESSAGING ©~ ——l
Facebook Live provides users with the ability to stream video LIVE w (Flﬂhqokﬁlmmgurlﬂhlﬂ)‘"ﬂm o your @::. _Ii_ Q

Iive-time to their friends and followers or watch other people’s Facebook profile and provides the ability to share

broadcasts live. During the video, people can react and comment private messages away from friends and family. It s

and it's difficult to moderate the content given everything therefore important that parents ask their children
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Q@ MAKE PROFILES PRIVATE

Within the settings of a Facebook

account, you can choosewhether a

profila s public or privat
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Mee{ our expert

Alex Wright Is a former Facebook employes and social

media export with over 15 years’ experience working

in digital media. He has worked with some of the

biggest organisations in the world and has a wealth of

knowledge in understanding how social media

platforms work and how they engage their audience.
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